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Easter Message 2026
“If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile ... ” (1 Corinthians 15:17)

How can we celebrate Easter in a time in which shouts of joy are so often drowned out by cries of
despair? So many victims of war, economic injustice, sexual violence, political oppression, climate
disasters, and religious persecution are to be mourned. Can we authentically celebrate Easter
without addressing these sufferings?

Easter is the cornerstone of our faith as Christians. It is the one big source of hope in these
troubled times. Jesus tremendously inspired the people of his time when he spoke words of love
and words of hope, when he touched people with his healing hands, when he led together people
from very different backgrounds into one loving community. They could feel the presence of God
himself.

In a time of occupation and political oppression, Jesus opened a window into a world, in which
every human being, created by God equally, would live in dignity. Hope began to spread. Yet then,
came the big disappointment. They arrested Jesus. They tortured him. He was put to death and he
cried out: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” It was a situation of despair. Another
inspiring moral and spiritual leader in the history of the world who, in the end, failed. One more
disappointed hope as we have seen it so many times and are seeing it so clearly before our eyes in
these days of wars, conflicts, violence, and a climate catastrophe.

Yet, then came the third day, the experience of the women at the tomb of Jesus, that changed
everything. When they came with their tears to mourn, the tomb was empty. They encountered the
living Jesus. They told the story to the disciples. They overcame their disbelief and spread the good
news into the whole world, so that an innumerable number of people today, many of them also in
desperate situations, celebrate Easter, the feast of Jesus’ resurrection, and trust in his promise to be
with us “always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). Death will not have the last word.
The last word is life.

Easter does not promote spiritual pacification in the face of suffering that is otherwise unbearable.
Jesus’ death and resurrection is inseparably connected with his life of love, reconciliation, and
justice. Therefore, our Easter belief in resurrection is not only a big source of hope but also a
protest against the denial of dignity and humanity, expressed in aggressive warfare, the spreading of
hate and contempt against whole groups of people, and sins such as racism, antisemitism,
nationalism, or xenophobia.

Christians are people who live from a message that leads into life — a life filled with hope in the
Risen Christ who conquered sin, suffering, and death.

May we celebrate this Easter as a time of reassurance that in all the abysses we presently experience
in the world, there is more to come. And that it is not a dark hole that we are walking into but a
new heaven and a new earth in which all tears are wiped away. This outlook continues to unite us in
our global church community. It connects us with all people on this earth, who are together with us
created in God’s image.

Blessed Eastet!



HRBEHHESLS (WCC) 2026 F 4 —RE—RXAyt—

(%) R FBEEL Ao Db, Sttt al
(2 v+ DEFE~DFHK— 15:17)

ZEVOMUPMMEDOM R AEHINELES, EITNEA —RX—FWRZAE5DTL k
5?7 W BIFIARIER. MR, BURITE, SURKE. REIC xﬁéﬁ*®%ﬁk
molz, HEVICHELDADBELENTVET, ThoDELAICHEADTIC, H
A=A R —%HIZEIITEBZDTL LI H»?

A =2 Z—13F V) X MEEMOHETT, ZoWERKRICE T 227F—2D, KEARFE
DPFWTT, A TRARBLEHEOFELZEY, LoOF A, BE2EREFOA%
Z—DODEIH D - FR~LES LT, ALICRWICEHELE Lz, ALY HY
DIFEZE L2 L TL &I,

0 — < EIC X o THE S L, BUAMICHIE S Lz, 4 = 23 X » TFEFicAl
EINSZTRTOARBIDEE % o CTEZ 2MR~OREZE T L7z, HEBIL VIR
FL7, L2L., 2%, KELRKEPFINT L, MENE-DIIA 2% L. #/M
L7=DTd, HIZFEHICLE N, Z5WMURFE L7z, [, b, ZefhzsRET
K2 72DTTH? ] ZFNRIECHEDRITL T, HEDERICE T, AL ZiHEflic
BOTEEL Z2ENAEEER, -—A, #EREFEKRLE L2, 2 Tz b 23
EHHOHI TR TE AL HIic, 2L TE5, BFCmF., B, % L CRUEIEDRHRICfF
%ma@ﬁtOKLTméiim\it—o®ﬁ ERRLBITHZ LNTZDTT,

LA L. BEE#JH LW EDBA T ADECHRERL 722 e BT RTCEEZE L2, R
FHRL. W =0lck-L &, BHIZZESITTLE, KL HIFETIALAZRICHE 572D T
T, ZLTCHTEBICZDZ ERIEAT Lz, HOPRVEREYVEZ, @2 HRPICA
Wizl-oic, SHLMENRIRNICH 2% DALBA =2 L —, Tihbb AT APEIE
L7-HZ#w, [tokb v Ec, wodb | (=& 42820 FVUXFaEicwnaen)
FRZE LRI CET, RERICHMNT 2D TIEIHRL. Wb T,

A —=ZAZ—=lF, MADRTZVELARCHEBLZE ZICLOXLEEZ ST HOTIEIHY £
Hho A TRADILLEE L, WOHBAZE LM, EROEHE,I LYV e R b DT

T Lo T, HiGZEBELIMLLDAL — XX —FINE. REGFLDOHTH LT T
L PEETOH Y 5. oYL BECP AREORIE, REGHS, »How 5 EHIC
x5 EELEEOIAL £ LT, RaxvEL, 7 at ) Xa, HAEAGE
EWVnoFRIINT b DT,

JVRFrvEiE, WOBICALIAYE—VICL o TEZBEAATT, 2TOVDDL (T,
FERLELA, HERREINAZEEZEOF IV A MBE5 2 2F5ZHIH I NZ0wDb T,

Iz POERBLCu2H ) DWW ERITZ. DY TREBEY EXHA, HEHLDY F
T, COZEEFMERTEIEXLELT, TDAL =R X =%z L bEwET, A
72 AREHED LD IFRE NN TR, TRTORPREMOSN I L WK EHI T,
ZOMRER, HRPOHLSKFERES S ORhERITCnET, 5, HorzbIchH S
NEZOH EDOTRTDOAL LFAZHEZDRITTNHEDTT,



A —=RAX—FDTLIZTInET |

NAFY vk s RFT74—F-Abu—24
WCCHRZHE &

[0 ot S

Bishop Dr Heinrich Bedford-Strohm
Moderator of the WCC Central Committee
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Rev. Merly lley

Vice-Moderator of the WCC Central Committee
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H.E. Archbishop Dr Vicken Aykazian
or of the WCC Central Committee
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WCC General Secretary
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