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United Church of Christ in Japan —Korean Christian Church in Japan Joint Peace Message

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors
locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when
they saw the Lord.

(John 20:19-20)

As receivers of the Holy Spirit, blown upon us by Jesus Christ in a world where "peace" is being
undermined, we seek to be, not representatives of the nation-states to which we belong, but re-
presenters of the voices of those who have been made small, deeply wounded, or deprived of their lives.

An artist of this land once said, "Crises are not single-layered.”" We hope that the Christian
community, recognizing that we are living in a "chaotic" situation, will firmly remember in our hearts
that the body of the resurrected Jesus Christ carried the visible scars from the cross. That is, the
resurrection did not make His death upon the cross "something that did not happen." Let us move as far
as possible away from the tendency to catalog issues like object, and chew together on the questions

embedded in the various aspects and layers of the crisis.

@® On 80 years from the end of World War II

As we mark the 80th anniversary of August 15, 1945, we hope to be able to grasp the significance of
the fact that the name of this day is expressed in different words—defeat, end of war, restoration—and
what exactly gave rise to these differences. Whose pain was considered in each expression? We would
like to be a people who, beyond the communities and nations to which we belong, deeply reflect on
whether we had the ears to listen to the voices of all beings who suffered anguish and pain due to the

folly of human beings who invited the violence of imperialism, colonial rule and war.

@® On 60 years from the Japan-Korea Treaty

Let us digest together the significance of the treaty that was concluded between two nation-states
60 years ago. Japan shunned the word "compensation" for colonial rule and insisted on the term,
"economic assistance," while South Korea was forced to "prioritize the economy," which eventually led to
an ambiguous compromise. This gave momentum to revisionist history in Japan, legitimized dictatorship
in South Korea, and served to deepen the divisions that followed. The insistence on the expression
"economic assistance" rather than "compensation” built a road on which the deep wounds of individuals
would remain unexamined. Let us digest these things together. Let us also remember that, at the source
of this abyss was the will of the state to "do as it pleased" with people who were left behind as " Chosen

(Korean) nationals," and that there was no deep repentance for this on either side, Japanese or Korean.

@ On the wars that pile up in this and other lands
The Cenotaph for the Victims of the Atomic Bomb in Hiroshima is inscribed with the words, "Let

all the souls here rest in peace, for we shall not repeat the evil." The Vietnam Pieta statue was erected



at St. Francis Center on Jeju Island, “to express apology and remorse for a massacre incident caused by
the South Korean military during the Vietnam War." May we be a people, now, at this time, who can
remember in our breasts the depth of heart pointed to by these two monuments. At the same time, let us
share deep repentance for viewing the Korean War as an opportunity for economic development
benefitting this land. Let us pray that we, who have turned a blind eye to the genocide that is occurring
in Palestine and other places, can be a people who regain our imagination and painfully feel that "There

are pains in the world besides our own."

@® On hate

Hate speech and hate crime that targets Koreans in Japan exist, as well as hostility that is most
extremely directed at Kurds. Let us clearly recognize as a crisis the crisis in which words promoting such
hostility gush forth from legislators. In addition to urging appropriate legal action to be taken, let us
explore together in prayer why the divergence arose between "living together" and "rejecting someone,"
and how the path of Christians who walk the path of "living together" should be prepared. We believe
that this path leads to the body of Jesus Christ, who feels “gut-wrenching compassion” (Matthew 9:36)
for the suftering of the people of Okinawa, who are still subjected to violence, and the pain of the people
of Fukushima, whose injuries from the nuclear power plant accident appear to be being erased from

memory.

@® In the midst of poverty, inequality, and a pervasive sense of misfortune

As seen in the oppressed lives of people who lived through soaring prices, shrinking salaries, and the
employment ice age, we live in a society where many people murmur, "l am pitiable, too," while feeling
anxious about not being able to foresee a brighter tomorrow. Within this reality, people may have
internalized the pervasive term "self-responsibility" and cut off the way to "living together." If, amid the
flimsy, signal-like “words” that flood social media, people are satisfying their anxieties through hostility,
we believe that the way of Christians is not to provide fake "elimination" of anxieties produced by such

"words," but to deliver the "Word" of "life" that brings true "peace.”

@ Let us now recall together the gesture of Jesus Christ's washing of the feet (John 13).

Washing the feet, the dirtiest part of the body in daily life, is not done to point out and condemn
unclean parts and deepen division, but to become aware of our own uncleanness through the mutual
washing of that part, so we can depart from the gestures of forgetting repentance and prepare the body
to move forward into a new path. While carrying/being made to carry the identity of the nation-state,
"JTapan/Korea" on our shoulders, let us take on the responsibility that we should bear, for forgetting
repentance, and weave a life worthy of the redemption of the cross of Jesus Christ, from the here and

now, again, anew, together.
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