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A Prayer for Peace, on the 80th anniversary of the end of World War I1

Now, with one heart, we pray to God our Father.
"Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven."

It has been 80 years since Japan's defeat in the Asia-Pacific War. We deeply repent that tens of
millions of lives that God created and loved were injured and stolen by our sins, and pray to the Lord
of Peace that humankind will never again make such mistakes.

But, in the past 80 years, there have been many wars and internal conflicts around the world,
and more than 100 million people are still refugees today. We regret that we have been so powerless.
In the midst of this reality, we continue to believe that the resurrected Lord will lead the world to
true peace, and we pray for peace with renewed hearts. And we will preach the Word of God and
walk toward the Kingdom. We also repent that we not only committed great sins against God and
humanity during the war, but that we have subsequently been swayed by ideologies and views of
history that changed with the times. May all people repent before the Lord and be servants of His
peace. Times change and people change, but God's word never changes. The only one who is
righteous is you, the Lord of the cross. Lord, have mercy.

In recent years, tensions have persisted in waters around Japan. Amid this situation, we are
pained by the excessive hardships that are borne by residents of the Ryukyu Islands. We will not
pursue only our own interests, but will stand before the Lord Jesus Christ of the cross and use the
power and wisdom that God has given us to bring about peace.

As people who were made children of God, children of peace, we look up to the
Kingdom and pray:

May strong nations and peoples not use force to dominate and oppress weak and small
nations and peoples. May the cycle of hatred between nations and peoples be broken. May
those who are in poverty be given the strength and courage to live. And may the nuclear
threat be removed from the world.

Jesus Christ, Lord of peace, come quickly.

We pray this prayer in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen
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