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2024 Peace Message
United Church of Christ in Japan and Korean Christian Church in Japan

Toshimi Kumoshikari, Moderator, United Church of Christ in Japan

Yang Yongwoo, Moderator, The Korean Christian Church in Japan

Lord, you establish peace for us; all that we have accomplished you have done for us.
Lord our God, other lords besides you have ruled over us, but your name alone do we honor.
(Isaiah 26:12-13)

Terror sufficient to exhaust all tears continues to blanket the Gaza Strip. In the land where Lord
Jesus was sent to bring love, peace, and reconciliation, and where He was crucified for our
foolishness, many innocent lives have been taken by mighty military forces. "Lord our God, other
lords besides you have ruled over us." This refers also to the foolishness within us.

But, again and again, we turn to Lord Jesus and say, "Your name alone do we honor." And we

pray deeply, with repentance, "Impart peace upon us" and hereby proclaim this message of peace.

< Conflict in Palestine>

In Palestine, where we have seen the roots of colonialism and capitalist domination condensed
since the modern era, naked horror and cruelty are vividly thrust before us every day through the
mass media, social networks, etc. Even now, the Israeli army, with the material and psychological
support of the West, is killing innocent Palestinians, and the people of the Gaza Strip are living in a
horrific hell day and night. The souls of Jews, other discriminated peoples and disabled persons
whose lives were taken in the hell of the Holocaust, as well as the souls of all oppressed people
around the world, are once again being mercilessly trampled upon by the present genocide.

Yet at the same time, many people around the world are raising their voices to end this conflict,
and Jews, Christians and Muslims around the world are also praying for the wounded Palestinian

people. We pray that true peace will come to Palestine as soon as possible.

< History of Japan and Korea>

Monuments have been erected throughout Japan to commemorate Korean workers, who were
forcibly taken from the Korean Peninsula to labor in Japan's munitions factories, mines, and coal
mines during the period of colonization by Japan after Korea’s annexation in 1910. On January 29,
2024, ignoring the opposition of many citizens, the Governor of Gunma Prefecture began the
removal of a memorial to Korean workers erected in the "Gunma Forest" Prefectural Park, which
carried the inscription "Memory, Reflection and Friendship." Based on false propaganda spread by
right-wing civic groups, including the overtly anti-Korean Zaitokukai, administrative authorities
and government are aligning with a distorted understanding of history, such as that there was no
forced deportation, and similar situations are arising in various parts of Japan.

The United Church of Christ in Japan and the Korean Christian Church in Japan reject this



distorted history of Japan and Korea, which is full of errors and malice, and will continue to walk
toward the future together in love, reconciliation, and harmony for true peace on the Korean

Peninsula, in Japan and throughout Northeast Asia.

<Peace in Asia>

Japan's defense spending in the five years from fiscal 2023 is slated to reach an unprecedented
43 trillion yen. As a result of a March 2022 agreement with the United Kingdom and Italy on the
development of fighter jets, it was further decided in March 2024, without any deliberation in the
Diet, that latest-model fighter jets will be exported to third countries. Viewed from other countries,
Japan appears to be aiming to become a huge military state, which raises concern among people of
the region that were once invaded by Japan that Japan might abandon its commitment to a peaceful
international order.

In addition, the strengthening of U.S. military alliances as a check against China in anticipation
of a “Taiwan contingency” envisages the Korean Peninsula and the Nansei Islands as combat zones.
Particularly in Okinawa, U.S. military bases as well as Japan Self-Defense Force bases have been
strengthened and new bases built since 2016, threatening the future of residents and pushing peace
away. Peace cannot be kept by the military. We will continue to repeat this truth, and to walk

together with the citizens of Japan and South Korea and the peoples of Asia.

< Breaking away from dependence on nuclear power>

It is reported that the dumping of radioactive contaminated water into the ocean has begun at
TEPCO's Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station, and that 54,700 tons of contaminated water are
scheduled to be dumped in FY2024, which will bring the total amount of tritium to about 14 trillion
becquerels.

In addition, there are many nuclear power plants near the epicenter of the Noto Peninsula
earthquake that occurred on January 1, 2024, causing many people to imagine the possibility of a
second nuclear power plant disaster. Fortunately, there was no damage to these nuclear power
plants, but the earthquake highlighted the fact that there are many problems with evacuation routes.

Looking back, the amount of undiluted radioactive liquid waste discharged into the ocean due
to the meltdown and explosion at TEPCO's Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station in 2011 was
15,000 trillion becquerels of cesium-137, which is equivalent to about 70,000 years of the annual
management target of 220 billion becquerels. This radioactive material is still moving through the
ocean. In the earthquake-prone land of Japan, there is nothing more life-threatening than nuclear
power plants, and we must immediately stop operation and start decommissioning.

We strongly urge a move away from energy policies that rely on nuclear power, which cannot
be controlled by human power.
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